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publication in Mesopotamia5. A telegram to this effect was
dispatched to the Acting Civil Commissioner.1

Seeing that his plans would go awry if the announcement,
preceding his new Constitution, left no opportunity for its
application, and feeling that H.M. Government were still pur-
suing the wrong policy, he begged that the announcement
should be deferred until they had seen and considered the
answer which he would send on April syth,2 when the report
of the Bonham-Carter Committee would be forwarded.

In the meantime, however, Lord Curzon and Mr. Montagu
had difficulty in reaching an agreement on the draft announce-
ment. Mr. Montagu, in accordance with the personal convic-
tion which impelled him to advocate Indian reforms and under
the influence of Miss Bell and others, wished to announce that
a representative National Government would be erected.
Lord Curzon, although professing himself converted to the idea
of self-governing native States, could not overcome his life-
long belief in England's mission to rule nor his mistrust of
native ability. He hesitated to go as far as Mr. Montagu.
The discussions were still in progress when Lord Curzon left
London for the conference at San Remo. They were not
resumed until after the Mandate for clraq had been granted to
Great Britain.

1 Telegram, S/S for India to Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, April I4th, 1920.

2 Telegram, No 4848, Civil Commissioner to India Office, April 2ist, 1920.
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